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for each of the services, and the applications of can-
didates for examination must be filed on or before
the 3 ist of May. There are usually about one hun-
dred places in all to be filled, a number which does
not vary very much from year to year. I have said
that the examination is conducted by the Civil Ser-
vice Commissioners ; but as it is intended to be a test
of really thorough knowledge of the various subjects
treated, evidently specialists alone are capable of
setting the papers and marking the examination
books. The Commissioners employ, indeed, a num-
ber of permanent official examiners, but for this
purpose their duties are really clerical and the
papers are, in fact, read by outsiders, instructors at
Universities and others, who are selected for the pur-
pose from year to year.
The examinations are mainly conducted in writing,
three hours being allowed for each, paper, and there
is a three-hour examination every morning and
another every afternoon throughout almost the whole
of the month of August. In German and French
there are also oral examinations as colloquial tests,
and there are tests in the laboratory for the physical
sciences.
Natiire of the Examination
The examination is based on what we should call
an elective system.1 The range of subjects is large;
1 In Appendix B is a copy of the notice of the examination by the
Civil Service Commissioners in 1899, containing the regulations for